[image: image1.png]‘Concert
usicals|



______________________________________________________________________

BAYOU CITY CONCERT MUSICALS 2008-2009 SEASON

IT’S RODGERS AND HART, IRVING BERLIN AND DeSYLVA, BROWN & HENDERSON!!!

BAYOU CITY CONCERT MUSICALS kicks off its 2008-2009 season with a staged concert version of Rodgers and Hart’s ground-breaking musical, PAL JOEY. The musical opens at the Heinen Theatre, Austin at Holman in Midtown on Thursday, September 4 and runs through Sunday, September 7 for five performances only.  Perhaps best known for the 1957 film version starring Frank Sinatra and Rita Hayworth, PAL JOEY was first a musical that opened on Broadway in 1942 starring Gene Kelly.  Though initially only a moderate hit because of the dark storyline, it was revived ten years later in 1952 to both critical raves and audience acclaim. The revival ran for 542 performances, a record at the time, and won the New York Drama Critics Circle Award plus a record-setting eleven out of sixteen Donaldson Awards (a precursor to the Tony Awards).

No one had ever before written of such unsavory characters and addressed such disreputable lifestyles and skullduggery.  Joey, our hero, is an opportunist who never misses a chance to advance himself either professionally or with the girls.  Two of the most memorable songs in the musical are “Bewitched, Bothered and Bewildered” sung by Vera, Joey’s “sugar mama,” and the hauntingly beautiful love duet, “I Could Write A Book” sung by Joey and Linda, the girl who really loves him. 

This season BCCM will offer two cabarets.  BCCM’s cabaret program supports the mission of spotlighting under-performed works of the American musical stage by educating audiences about the history of the American songbook.  Artistic Director Paul Hope, who serves as master of ceremonies, weaves the history of the American musical and its greatest creators into the evening of song.  Audiences have commented that they enjoy the stories of the music and the composers as much as the songs. The cabaret evenings take place at the Performance Centre at the Ensemble Theatre, 3535 Main at Berry. 

IRVING BERLIN IN THE 1920s will play three consecutive Monday nights in February, the 9th, 16th and 23rd.   The evening will feature some of Berlin’s most delightful and romantic songs:   “Always,” “What’ll I Do,” ”Blue Skies,” and “Puttin’ on the Ritz” to highlight just a few.  After World War I, Berlin formed his own publishing company that became one of the most powerful in the country.  His career spanned almost six decades and his 80th birthday was celebrated nationally.

YOU’RE THE CREAM IN MY COFFEE closes out the 2009 season, Mondays, April 27, May 4 and May 11.  This evening features the musical team of DeSylva, Brown and Henderson, the most popular song-writing team in the 1920s. Their names are not familiar to most, but their songs are American standards that live on to this day.  “Button Up Your Overcoat,” “Birth of the Blues,” “Bye Bye Blackbird,” “The Best Things in Life Are Free,” and “Life is Just A Bowl Of Cherries” are just a few.  The team also worked with some of the biggest names on Broadway, including Jerome Kern, Victor Herbert, and George Gershwin.  

CLASSIC NEGLECTED SHOWS OF THE ‘40S!!  BCCM’s  upcoming shows slated are ON THE TOWN, by Betty Comden and Adolph Green, with music by Leonard Bernstein, Houston premiere; FINIANS RAINBOW, presented by Theatre, Inc. in the 50s starring Marietta Marich; GENTLEMAN PREFER BLONDES, presented at Theatre, Inc. in the 60s starring Warner Roberts and Katherine Blissard; and ONE TOUCH OF VENUS that starred Mary Martin in the original Broadway production, will be a Houston premiere.  All shows pending availability of rights.

Season tickets for all three shows are available now on line at bayoucityconcertmusicals.org or by calling 713-465-6484.  Single tickets, priced at $25 to $35 for PAL JOEY, go on sale July 1, 2008.  For press info, call Sylvia Froman at 713-952-3660 or 713-805-2083.

