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Fiorello! Sheldon Harnick and Jerry Bock's first big success on Broadway won the Tony Award for Best Musical (shared with The Sound of Music) and the daddy of all theatrical laurels, the Pulitzer Prize. It played more than 790 performances, had a successful national tour and then disappeared. This may be the most famous musical no one knows. Kudos, then, to Paul Hope's Bayou City Concert Musicals and their sparkling revival, which played five performances last weekend. They raised Lazarus. What an effervescent show this is -- classy, clever, beautifully put together -- as it tells the story of Fiorello LaGuardia, a principled, bull-headed Italian-Jewish Greenwich Village lawyer in 1915 who fights for the rights of the disenfranchised, gets elected to Congress, serves in World War I and loses both a big New York City election and his wife, but perseveres to become, at final curtain in 1933, NYC's most beloved mayor, and find his true love, who's been by his side all along. He's a nice-guy politician: gruff but principled, and brutally honest. We see him through the folks who know him: his staff, his first wife, the factory girls, the district hotshots, the thuggish Tammany grafters and his gal Friday, who loves him from afar. Fiorello is still a mystery at the end -- he's had only two songs all evening and they're both campaign numbers -- but the way everyone perceives the "little flower" and reacts to him is the reason the musical works so well. Like BCCM's previous shows, this one was incredibly cast by a who's who of Houston musical glitterati (David Wald, Karen Ross, Natalie Arneson, Rutherford Cravens, Carolina Botero, Justin Doran, Larry Dachslager, Jordan Craig and Marsha Carlton). Impeccably directed by Hope and Leslie Swackhamer, with zingy choreography by Melissa Pritchett and Paula Hammons, inspired costumes by Pat Padilla and imaginative lighting by Josh Harbour, this neglected show came alive and raised the roof. A landslide victory for everyone.
